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Dear Dr. Harmon C. Me AUisten 

I am organizing the second biennial Federation of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology (FASEB) Summer Research Conference on the "Structure and 
Function of Cell Membranes" to be held July 15-20, 1990 in Copper Mountain, 
Colorado. The viceTChairman of the Conference is Dr. David Thomas of the Department 
of Biochemistry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. This research conference, 
which is modeled after the Gordon Research Conferences, will tentatively have sessions 
on the following topics: 

1. Membrane Lipid Organization and Dynamics 

2. Membrane Protein (Organization and Dynamics 

3. Lipid-Protein Interactions 

4. Intermembrane Lipid Movement and Targeting 

5. Intermembrane Protein Movement and Targeting 

6. Membrane Fusion 

7. Membrane Surfaces 

8. Membranes in Disease 

9. Membranes in Biotechnology 

We plan to invite 3-4 speakers for each: of these nine sessions who are world 
leaders in these areas of research. We also hope to give partial financial assistance to 
selected scientists from developing countries and to research trainees with limited 
resources. Since the size of FASEB Summer Research Conferences is limited to 150 
participants, every attendee will have an opportunity to present a poster paper during the 
meeting. The proceedings of the Conference will not be published in order to stimulate a 
free and open exchange of information and ideas. As for the quite successful first 
FASEB Conference on the Structure and Function of Cell Membranes, held in Saxton's 
River, Vermont in July of 1988, we will strive for geographical and institutional balance 
in the speakers and p^ticipants, and also for a balance in the areas of expertise 
represented. In particular, we hope to have a good mix of disciplines ranging from the 
chemical and physical through the biological and medical represented at this meeting. 
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I am sure that you are aware that biological membranes are absolutely essential for 
biological function and are involved in many key cellular processes and in some disease 
states. In recent years model and biological membranes have also found many 
applications in medicine and biotechnology as well. This field of research remains a 
dynamic one and involves workers from a number of different disciplines. Thus it is 
important that from time to time workers from a number of different subspecialities in 
membrane biology meet together to compare notes and to interact. This Conference is the 
only meeting of its t3qpe which treats the whole area of biological membrane research in a 
hollistic, integrated fashion. 

Dr. Thomas and I are presently attempting to enlist financial support from the 
corporate sector for the parti^ support of the travel and registration expenses of our 
invited speakers and of some of our participants. Thus I am writing to you to inquire 
about a possible financial contribution to our conference. I can assure you that your 
contribution will be well spent and that it will be gratefully received and publicly 
acknowledged. - . - - - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

If you would like more details about this meeting, please contact me at the above 
address and I would be happy to provide them. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ronald N. McElhaney, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biochemistry 

RNMtvl 

P.S. Cheques should be annotated "Cell Membranes" and made payable to FASEB, 
9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20014 
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